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they demanded an equally detailed study of its application, an
exhaustive system of legalistic prescriptions based on a minute
survey and analysis of every problem and action of the
ordinary Israelite in the course of his daily life. Thus it was
through the medium of the synagogue that the whole existence
of the Jews became enmeshed in the web of pious obligations
that is generally regarded as the distinguishing mark of Late
Judaism.1 This often exaggerated and even childish insistence
on formalism is no really inherent part of authentic Jahwism.
On the contrary, it is quite alien to the spirit of the ancient
religion of Israel.

IV

ISRAEL, THE PEOPLE OF THE TORAH

Henceforward, therefore, the Jews must be looked on as the
people of the " Torah" 2 Anyone who failed in his study or
practice of it paid the penalty of his neglect in the contempt
of the rest of the community, but the man who showed himself
well versed in its precepts and scrupulous in his observance was
rewarded with universal honour and respect. Here was the
pearl without price, the ultimate, inalienable wealth of Israel.
Denuded of riches and property, all his resources gone, the Jew
still had the Tor ah, his indestructible and supreme possession.3
His fear of his pagan overlords could never prevail against the
sacred fear of the law, no matter how harsh their rule. In such
a cause no suffering could be too severe,4 and no risk could be
too great, since God must certainly assist a righteous cause.
This conviction that Jahweh could not fail to help the devout
was the cause of that indomitable and unfailing fanaticism
which inspired one section of the Jews and which would now
and then suddenly infect the whole population. Even if the
enterprises undertaken in the cause of the Torah seemed to
fail, the participants were at least sure of a recompense in
heaven ; but in spite of this there was no calculation or bargain-
ing about the sacrifices of the faithful. The Pirke Aboth (i, 5)
ascribes the following pronouncement to Antigonus, a pupil of
Simon the Just: " Be not as slaves who serve their masters for a
recompense, but be rather as slaves who serve their masters without
hope of reward, and may the fear of Heaven be upon you.'' This is

1 LXXV, ii, 464, the section entitled Das Leben unter das Gesetz.

2 For explanations and essential additions to all that follows, see
Lods, op. tit., book iii, chap, iii:   Religion.

3  Jos., C. Ap.9 ii, 38 :   6 yovv   v6jj,os ^

4  Jos., op. cit., i, 8.